
Summary Notes 

1 | P a g e  
 

Making Connections; People for Education Conference  
Rotman School of Management, University of Toronto, November 11th 2017 

General Overview 
The conference was well organized and provided an outstanding forum for learning, discussion 

and information sharing related to the education system, children’s academic achievement and 

well-being. 

Keynote Session–Jean Clinton MD 
Dr. Jean Clinton is a Clinical Professor, Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Neurosciences 

at McMaster, Division of Child Psychiatry. She is on staff at McMaster Children’s Hospital with 

cross appointments in Pediatrics and Family Medicine, and an Associate in the Department of 

Child Psychiatry, University of Toronto and Sick Children’s Hospital.   

She talked about the interconnections between academic achievement, well-being, the 

competencies and skills that all children need for long-term success; and why it is important to 

support collaboration, relationship building and setting goals for education and fixing priorities 

for our children and young people. Discussion included: 

What do all students need? 

- a warm welcome 

- a smile 

- a chance to learn 

- a safe place to risk 

- a connection to caring adult, every day 

- someone who notices when something is wrong 

- someone who reaches out when they notice 

- someone who listens, and tries to find help for them 

- someone who believes in them, and instills hope 

Setting the stage for a Mentally Healthy Classroom 

a) What does it look like?  

- meaningful relationship 

- knowing your students 

- genuine connections with students 

- systematic, explicit, intentional practice of the 5 key teacher behaviors e.g. welcoming, 

including, understanding, promoting, partnering 

 

b) How do I get there? 

- knowing your students 

- establish baseline knowledge of the students and their interest 
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- connectedness 

- pervasive caring 

- establishing real relationship 

- being systematic, intentional and explicit in daily practice 

Take Aways 

 “Connection is key” and is the ‘Power of Education’; 

 Relationship fostering is what will make students successful; 

 Education is not about just content/curriculum (she refers to “stuffing the duck”) – our 

role is to “Let the Light Shine” and foster relationships, a feeling of well being with the 

students; 

 She spoke to the “Tyranny of Cognitive Seduction” which is about the risks of putting 

academics first.  Children need to feel cared for, they need a sense of physical and 

emotional safety, a sense of self, a sense of belonging, and supportive relationships to 

enable them to grow and learn; 

 Empathy develops early – we need to install this early in our children; 

 She emphasized the importance of physical, social, emotional and cognitive well-being 

to enable learning; 

 “Moments of Failure” are important as well.  This is how children learn and when they 

are most susceptible to messaging from adults. 

Panel #1 – Pushing the Limits 
Panel had two authors of a Book Pushing the Limits, a parent, a teacher and a First Nations 

Student. Discussion points included- 

 What stands in the way of effective schooling – labeling, children internalize; 

 Things that work– schools with broader mission, school of community and working 

together; 

 Genius Hour concept– program teacher developed to have children follow a 

passion/interest.  Spend a few hours a week working on this; 

 Model Schools– can this be replicated?  Need a system to build in time, money and 

space; 

 First Nation Migma- First Nations School in BC – bilingual.  Successful even though 

hesitation by parents at first; 

 Math and Playground– Spoke to a program where students applied Math to making 

playground better; 

 

Questions we should take back to our School/School Boards 

- What are you doing to prepare my child to change the world? 

- What are you teaching that matters to my child and how do you know? 
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- How are we investing in each of our students to get to know them? 

- How are school systems building reciprocity between school and parents? 

- What are we doing beyond the 96 calls to action?  

- What are we teaching children to go beyond? 

Morning Workshops 

AM1 – Academic or Applied 

Very interesting session on de-streaming Applied and Academic.  There are studies 

showing detrimental effects of Applied level too early. Toronto School board has built 

this into a couple of schools where they have removed Gr-9 Applied and have all 

students in Academic.  Have built in good support system for students to help them.   

Have seen good success.  Open to speaking to other school boards. 

Spoke to a Ministry of Education rep there who said she would send out info to all PICs. 

AM2 - Measuring What Matters 

Measuring What matters is developing broader goals for Success in education and exploring 

new ways to measure progress through a process in Identifying what matters> Defining the 

competencies> Testing the Ideas> Share the thinking.  

Draft Transferable Skills 

- Critical Thinking 

- Innovation and creativity 

- Self Directed learning 

- Collaboration 

- Citizenship 

School Conditions and Student Competencies- 5 domains 

- Creativity 

- Citizenship 

- Health 

- Socio-Emotional learning 

- Quality learning environment 

All young people need 

- Strong foundational skills that support perseverance, adaptability and self awareness 

- The capacity to communicate, collaborate and imagine solutions to complex problems 

- Knowledge and habits that will allow them to take care of their physical and mental 

health 

- A deep understanding of the roles and responsibilities of citizenship, and the capacity to 

engage as citizens 
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- Curriculum and school based programs that will prepare them for a range of possible 

futures 

Ministry of Education Well-being 

- Sense of self and spirit 

- Physical and emotional safety 

- Sense of belonging 

- Meaningful learning experience 

- Supportive relationship 

- Healthy minds and bodies  

It was also briefly discussed on four domains of Well-being e.g. Cognitive well-being, 

Emotional well-being, Social well-being and Physical well-being. 

The Development of the Whole Child : If we collaborately achieve this vision, what an amazing 

place Ontario would be for children and youth to grow and learn with a strong sense of 

belonging, meaning, purpose and hope… 

- That every child and youth would receive a warm greeting from staff and fellow 

students as they arrived at school each day 

- That students would begin the day ready to learn, after a check-in  from teachers who 

take the emotional temperature in the classroom prior to starting lessons 

- That students would learn and practice socio-emotional development skills each day at 

school, as part of the regular curriculum 

- The students went out of their way to watch for and help other students, through 

formal peer mentoring, and individual acts of kindness 

- That parents and families would be engaged in student learning and school life and that 

the school would be a hub for community activity. 

Panel #2 Assessment and Reporting 
Panel speakers included: Nora Marsh, Sam Seller, and Ian Pethgraw 

Discussion revolved around EQAO – Future and Value 

 All panelists provided differing and interesting opinions  

 Value comes from EQAO but it’s now 20 years old and needs to be revamped in terms of 

content, how its administered as well as how it is communicated  

 Ian Pethgraw (from Ontario Teachers Association) was most opposed and felt that the 

best assessment happens in the classroom as part of learning process 

 Sam Sellar was somewhere in the middle advocating that data provides value but that a 

revamp including consideration for monitoring what counts, creating a system of 

rewards and sanctions and to justify change. 
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What are the new directions? 

- Increased flexibility and space for teacher innovation, student passion, and greater 

depth of study 

- ‘Big ideas’ for each grade in each area of learning 

- Explicit focus on competencies 

- Support for inquiry, project-based, hands-on and interdisciplinary approaches 

- Aboriginal perspectives and content authentically integrated into all subjects 

- A common framework for all areas of learning. 

What has stayed the same? 

- Rigorous learning standards in each area of learning 

- A strong focus on the foundations of reading, writing and mathematics(basics) 

- Subjects such as Math, Science, Language Arts, and Social Studies remain at the heart of 

every student’s education. 

Learning process & Report card reflects 

- Can the student solve complex problems? 

- Does the student work well with others? 

- What are the student’s strengths? 

- What do they need to work on? 

- What actually happens at school??? 

- Online, ongoing digital reporting 

- Ability to include a variety of evidence of learning including picture, video, audio, text  

- Student reflection 

- Parents input online, through formal conference and informal meetings with teachers 

- Focus on learning Process on a Continuum (no letter grades). 

Afternoon Workshops 

PM1 Getting away from A’s 

Learn more about how students are being assessed in the classrooms, and what it means for 

parents, students, and teachers. A new approach to student assessment and report card allows 

students to be involved in their own potential and provides increased opportunities to find the 

ways to use it effectively in academic success. Beyond success in the 3Rs, reporting and 

assessments are also covered on how students’ growth is being measured in creativity, 

citizenship and socio-emotional learning. 

PM4 Building Informed Citizens 

Discussion focused on incorporating math into activities in the community that both showed an 

association to learning and built empathy with students.  Projects included using math to 

improve the school yard and school yard activities and building awareness of change in Regent 
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Park (an evolving community in Toronto).   The project aims to promote learning math as it 

applies to real life. 

Ministers Address 
Honorable Education Minister, Mitzie Hunter was the Associate Minister of Finance and 

responsible for the Ontario retirement Pension Plan. She also worked as CEO of the Greater 

Toronto CivicAction alliance. She is the champion in unlocking the GTA’s potential by ensuring 

fair and inclusive access to employment and prosperity. She, with her family immigrated to 

Canada from Jamaica in 1995 and grew up in Scarborough. After graduation, she completed her 

MBA from Rotman School of management at the University of Toronto.  

In brief, I learned from her invaluable and remarkable speech on our children’s learning is as 

below- 

She acknowledged the contributions of everyone who is part of our school communities such as 

parents, students, educators, researchers, school boards, trustees, community partners etc.  In 

her speech, she gave emphasis on every student will be supported to reach their full potential 

no matter what their situation is. Promoting well-being in Ontario’s education system, Ontario’s 

education equity action Plan was also importantly discussed along with other structural 

development of the tools and resources aiming to prepare the 21st century learners.  

Ontario schools are among the best in the world, we have a collective responsibility to create 

healthy and modernized learning environments that enable adequate resources to our children 

to be successful learners in their career paths and also to be global citizens.  

 

Recommendations 
 

i) OCDSB may consider arranging a similar Panel Discussion with resource personnel 

during the Parent and School Council Conference to inform parents in strengthening 

the learning environment for all children; 

ii) Would like more information and/or a visit from educators to learn more about the 

impact on student’s achievement in schools where Grade-9 Applied is removed and 

all students are in the Academic stream. 

 

Thank you! 

 

Mostafizur Khan, Chair- PIC at the OCDSB 

Carm Janneteau, Vice Chair- PIC at the OCDSB 


